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Objective/Learning Target:  
Students will write and format a family newsletter to 

digitally share family news and stories with relatives and 
friends.



Warm-Ups:

Interview your family members to see if anything new and 
breaking has happened between yesterday and today.

Add any new headlines to your in-progress newsletter, or 
make any headlines you wrote yesterday more exciting or 

interesting.



Lesson Introduction/Background Information:

We are all separated from some of the people in our lives 
right now.  Some of us have a house full of family that we 
are living with, and some of us have very few people at 

home.  All over the world, families and friends have been 
staying connected with each other in new ways.  This week, 

we are going to help keep your family and friends updated on 
what’s going on in your home by creating a family newsletter 

in Google Docs.



Practice:

Today you are going to add an 
introduction and start writing the 

stories for your headlines.

Your introduction should go below 
your heading, and it should sound 

exciting and try to draw your 
reader in.  Make it a different style 

of text than the rest of your 
newsletter, like putting it in italics.



Practice:

Next, start writing your first story.  
Make it in your own style!  It doesn’t 
have to be formal because you are 

writing for an audience of friends and 
family, not a teacher or a boss.  Focus 
more on the positives than negatives - 

people have enough negative news 
around right now, so let this be 

something that gives them a laugh.  
Your stories also don’t have to all be 
the same length.  Write the first half 

of your stories today.



Self-Assessment:

Share your first few stories with your family members.  Do 
they have any suggestions?  Do they think it sounds like your 
voice, or like your personality is coming out in how you are 

writing the stories?



Extend Your Learning/Continued Practice:

Need an idea for another story for your newsletter?  Try 
interviewing a family member!  Here are some interview 

question ideas:

Fun Questions to Ask Your Family Members

https://family.lovetoknow.com/family-activities/fun-questions-ask-your-family-members

